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The Right Here Showcase celebrates its 6th Year, 
 showcasing Minnesota's most original voices in contemporary performing arts 

 
The Right Here Showcase celebrates its 6th anniversary of highlighting and showcasing the most original performing artists located 
right here in The Twin Cities. Through an annual public call and a panel review, four performing artists are awarded financial 
commissions plus technical and promotional support to present a new work of contemporary performance especially for the Showcase. 
The 6th Right Here Showcase runs from May 28-June 7, 2020 at the Off-Leash Art Box, the community’s newest contemporary 
performance venue. Full festival details are posted at www.righthereshowcase.weebly.com. 
 
Led by Artistic Producer Paul Herwig, 2008 McKnight Theater Fellow and 2005 City Pages Artist of the Year, The Right Here 
Showcase provides our community it’s only annual juried platform to support Minnesota-based, mid-career contemporary performing 
artists, and to introduce new audiences to their work. 
 
This year’s Showcase reflects the broad diversity of the performing arts community, with 4 powerhouse performance makers: 
 

▪ Benjamin Domask-Ruh, physical theater artist 

▪ Jesse Neumann Peterson, dancer, choreographer, and visual artist 

▪ Sam Johnson, performance maker 

▪ Davu Seru, musician and improviser 
 
Benjamin Domask-Ruh seeks to combine the skill and technique of juggling with the theory and philosophy of clown under the 
aesthetic of corporeal mime to create a unique blend of circus and theatre through characters and stories that audiences connect with 
on an emotional level. 
 
Jesse Neumann Peterson, is a visual and performing artist and choreographer residing in Minneapolis. he has recently performed with 
Vanessa Voskuil, Rosy Simas, Flying Foot Forum and many other independent choreographers. He is in his fifth season as a company 
member with Stuart Pimsler Dance and Theater. Jesse is a 2014 recipient of a Sage Award for Outstanding Dance Performance. 
 
Sam Johnson, a founding core member of Supergroup, and with Supergroup is a McKnight Choreography Fellow, and has toured 
across the US. Sam’s piece for the Right Here Showcase is influenced by Polari, a secret gay language spoken primarily in England in 
the 1940’s-60’s, the gay stereotypes of sissys and pansys, and a performance practice SuperGroup used, a simple score of finding 
audience members and placing them in positions influenced by iconographic or stereotypical roles (cheerleader, Zeus, Annie, etc…). 

 
Davu Seru is a drummer and composer. He has worked with numerous improvising musicians and composers throughout the United 
States and France. For the year 2017-2018 he served as the first-ever composer-in-residence at Studio Z in Saint Paul. Davu has also 
received awards from the Jerome Foundation, American Composers Forum, the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council. 
 
With his own resources, Artistic Producer Paul Herwig created the festival in 2014 after noting a gap in the local arts community. Since 
then he has received regular funding from MRAC:   
 
“In the 6 years of producing the Right Here Showcase, it has been proven to me time and again that there is a real niche and a real 
need for a festival like this in our community. In the local scene there continues to be a lot of opportunities for emerging talents and 
support for established artists, but no performance platform that specifically addresses artists in the middle of their careers. Yet nearly 
every significant artistic community in the country has some juried festival that focuses on, or at the least includes, local and regional 
artists on the same bill as their national and international counterparts. So instead of watching our national-level local artists quit or 
move away, let’s support them right now and right here." - Paul Herwig, Artistic Producer 
               

 
WHAT: The Right Here Showcase, 5th Anniversary Season 
WHEN: May 28-29-30-31, and June 4-5-6-7, 2020, TH/F/SA 8pm, SU 7pm 
WHERE: The Off-Leash Art Box, 4200 E 54th St, Minneapolis 55417 
TICKETS & INFO: 612-724-7372, www.righthereshowcase.weebly.com 
CONTACT: Artistic Producer Paul Herwig; 612-384-5435, paulola@icloud.com 
 
 
This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Metropolitan  

Regional Arts Council, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. 
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